[In vivo confocal microscopy--correlation to histology].
In vivo confocal microcopy is a fascinating technique to obtain rapidly and non-invasively histological/cytological sections of the ocular surface, and observe long-term changes. It allows classification of corneal findings, facilitates the diagnosis of conjunctival lesions, and has broadened our understanding of lid margin disease. To correctly interpret in vivo confocal scans, profound knowledge of microscopic anatomy and histopathology are crucial. To reduce inter-observer variability and allow comparison of scientific studies, in vivo confocal-histopathological correlations have to be investigated, and standards for the interpretation of in vivo confocal microscopic findings must be established. In suspicious lesions of the ocular surface an excisional biopsy and histopathological examination are still the gold standard.